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REF A. STATE 156186 B. COTONOU 773 

1. SUMMARY: ALTHOUGH DAHOMEY NOT SEVERELY AFFECTED BY DROUGHT, 
NORTHERN PART OF COUNTRY DOES SHOW SOME LIMITED ADVERSE EFFECTS. 
MUCH DEPENDS ON THIS YEAR'S RAINS, WHICH HAVE SO FAR BEEN VERY 
GOOD. ALTHOUGH PAST YEAR'S MEAGER HARVESTS HAVE RESULTED IN 
ISOLATED SHORTAGES, PROBLEM IS NOT ACUTE. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN RESPONSE REF A'S REQUEST FOR INITIAL ASSESSMENT OF 

EFFECTS OF DROUGHT ON DAHOMEY, WE HAVE POLLED NON-HOST GOVERN- 
MENT SOURCES FAMILIAR WITH SITUATION (E.G. PEACE CORPS, FAO, 

FED). PRESENT ASSESSMENT DOES NOT DIFFER SIGNIFICANTLY FROM 
THAT CONTAINED REF B THAT PROBLEM OF FOOD SHORTAGES HAS SO 
FAR APPEARED IN ONLY ISOLATED POCKETS IN NORTHERN DAHOMEY, 

NONE OF WHICH IS FAR FROM WELL-STOCKED SUPPLY AREAS. UP TO NOW, 
RAINS IN NORTH THIS YEAR HAVE BEEN PROMISING, RUNNING WELL 
AHEAD LEVEL OF PAST FEW YEARS. HOWEVER, IF AMOUNT OF RAINFALL 
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ULTING POOR HARVEST WILL UNDOUBTEDLY CAUSE SOME FOOD SHORTAGES. 

3. DROUGHT IS CAUSING SOME SOCIAL SHIFTS IN NORTHERN DAHOMEY. 

APPARENTLY MORE HERDSMEN THAN USUAL ARE MOVING SOUTH THIS 
YEAR IN SEARCH OF GRAZING LANDS. THERE HAVE BEEN REPORTS OF 
MORE THAN NORMAL NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BETWEEN RESIDENT FARMERS 
AND NOMAD HERDSMEN OVER GRAZING RIGHTS. 

4. AS FOR EFFECT ON REST OF DAHOMEY, GRAIN SHIPMENTS TO NIGER 
AND EASTERN MALI HAVE SEVERELY TAXED CAPACITY OF DAHOMEY'S 
PORT/RAIL/TRUCK TRANSPORT SYSTEM. HOWEVER, EFFECT OF THIS EFFORT 
ON NORMAL SUPPLY MOVEMENTS TO NORTHERN DAHOMEY HAS BEEN NEG- 
LIGIBLE. THUS FAR, NO SIGNIFICANT POPULATION MIGRATION FROM 
NORTH TO SOUTH WITHIN DAHOMEY CAN BE DISCERNED ASIDE FROM 

S OMEWH ATHIGHER THAN USUAL NOMAD HERDSMEN MOVEMENTS. 

MCNAMARA 
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